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PartnersPartners
• Conference organised by the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in cooperation 
with the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), the World Food Programme (WFP) and the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR)

• Financial support from Governments of Spain, Italy, Norway, 
Sweden; and IFAD.



OutcomesOutcomes

• Identification of the new challenges facing world 
food security

• A better understanding of the nexus between food 
security, climate change and bioenergy

• Discussion of required policies, strategies and 
programmes for ensuring world food security, in 
particular measures to address soaring food prices 
and 

• A declaration on “World Food Security and required 
actions”



Gathering scientific information: 
Expert Meetings

Bioversity-FAO Workshop 
on biodiversity for food 

and agriculture
(13-14 February)

Bioenergy policy, 
markets and trade 
and food security 
(18-20 February)

Climate-related 
transboundary

pests and diseases 
(25-27 February)

Global 
perspectives on 

food and 
fuel security 

(18-20 February)

Climate change, 
water and 

food security 
(26-28 February)

Climate change 
and disaster risk 

management 
(28-29 February)

Climate change 
adaptation and 

mitigation 
(5-7 March) 

Climate change 
and fisheries and 

aquaculture 
(7-9 April)



Expert Meetings Participants

15 IGO Partners:
CCCD, OECD, CABI, IEA, 
OIE, SPREP, UA-IBAR, 

CFC, etc. 

About 100 Experts 
from some 40 

countries from all 
continents serving in 

their individual 
capacities

10 CGIAR Centres: 
Bioversity, CIAT, CIP, 

ICARDA, CIMMYT, IFPRI, 
IRRI, ILRI, IWMI, WorldFish

15 UN Partners:
UNFCC, UN, IFAD, WFP, 
WMO, WHO, WTO, IMO, 

UNCTAD, WB, UNDP, 
UNEP, ESCAP, FAO/IAEA, 

UN/ESCAP



Consulting with Stakeholders 

Private Sector
27-28 March 2008

In cooperation with
IFAD and WFP

NGO Parallel Forum organized by the International Planning 
Committee for Food Sovereignty (IPC)

31 May to 4 June 2008

NGOs/CSOs
15 – 16 February 2008

In conjunction with the 
IFAD farmer’s forum



Consulting with Countries 

Permanent Representatives 
briefings (March-June 2008)

Regional 
Conferences

Near East (1-5 March): 
Roundtable on “Climate 
Change: Implications for 
Agriculture in the Near East” (4 
March)

Latin America & 
Caribbean (14-18  April): 
Roundtable on “Bioenergy for 
Food Security”

Asia-Pacific (19-23 
May): Roundtable on the 
Bioenergy Rush: Opportunities



Consulting with UN partners

- UN coordination: CEB/HLCP

- Thematic coordination:
UN Energy and UN Water
- Liaison: UNFCCC, WMO, 
WHO

UN system participation to Expert Meetings and HLC for 
target-oriented partnerships

Close cooperation with
Rome-based food 

agencies before and after 
HLC



NGOs/CSOs
consultation

Private
Sector

consultation

Biod.
Work
shop

EM1 EM2 EM3 EM4 EM5 EM6 EM7

High Level Conference, 3-5 June 2008

NGO Forum
31 May- 4 June

3 Conference Documents: background, State of knowledge and policy options

Preparatory HLC inputs and outputs



Further consultations with countries

An informal process to prepare a first 
Draft Declaration on World Food 
Security and the Challenges of Climate 
Change and Bioenergy (March to June)

Inputs during the FAO Regional 
Conferences (valid only for Near East, 
Asia/Pacific, Latin America/Caribbean –
HLC follow-up for others)



KEY MESSAGES FROM EXPERT 
MEETINGS

Climate change adaptation and mitigation
• Prioritized adaptation measures will focus on

– climate change “hot spots”
– early warning systems
– disaster risk management
– rural investments

• crop insurance
• incentives to adopt better agricultural and land use 

practices. 
• Building capacity and awareness
• National extension and research services

– data collection, analysis and dissemination.
• Soil Carbon sequestration – potential option for mitigation in 

Agriculture



KEY MESSAGES FROM EXPERT 
MEETINGS

Climate change, water and food security:

• adaptation and mitigation measures for agricultural water 
management in national development plans,

• technical and management measures to improve the water 
use efficiency in rainfed and irrigated agriculture,

• knowledge on climate change and water, and share good 
practices among countries and regions,

• risk management in national policies through better 
monitoring networks, 

• adaptation funds to meet the challenges of water and food 
security under climate change.



KEY MESSAGES FROM EXPERT 
MEETINGS

Climate change and disaster risk management:

• better understanding of climate change impacts at local 
level, 

• diversifying livelihoods and adapting agricultural, fishing 
and forestry practices,

• improving and expanding weather and climate 
forecasting and early warning systems,

• contingency plans taking into consideration new and 
evolving risk scenarios.

• Adjustment of land use plans
• cost/benefit analysis on structural mitigation measures



KEY MESSAGES FROM EXPERT 
MEETINGS

Climate-related transboundary pests and diseases:

• Strengthen national animal and plant health services 
• Focus on basic sciences - taxonomy, modelling, population 

ecology and epidemiology.
• Consolidate and organise national animal and plant health 

services
• Investments in early control and detection systems, including 

broader inspections
Climate change, fisheries and aquaculture:

• Adaptation strategies based on ecosystem approach”, -
comprehensive and holistic 

• Understanding and anticipating ecological change and 
developing appropriate management responses.



KEY MESSAGES FROM EXPERT 
MEETINGS

Climate change, biofuels and land:
• Sound land tenure policies and planning.
• Greater land tenure security to mitigate climate change 
• enabling and encouraging investments in sustainable 

land use practices.

Bioenergy and food security:
• Ensuring that bioenergy is developed sustainably
• ensuring that benefits include market and technology 

promotion, participatory processes and social protection.



KEY MESSAGES FROM EXPERT 
MEETINGS

Climate change and biodiversity :

• distribution of biodiversity for food and 
agriculture both in the wild and in the 
fields 

• assess its vulnerability to climate 
change.

• biodiversity distribution mapping with 
different climate change scenarios 



KEY MESSAGES FROM THE 
FORUMS

• The CSO/NGO forum
– food production should be given the highest priority
– diverting land to bioenergy crops should in every case be handled with 

caution. 

• The SIDS Forum
– stressed the need for increased attention, both human and financial 

resources
– assist SIDS to mitigate the impacts of climate change on their food 

security

• The Africa forum
– insisted on the local knowledge and emphasized the need to give 

importance to indigenous solutions
– build a bridge between traditional knowledge and technology. 



KEY MESSAGES FROM THE 
CONFERENCE

Declaration
• Adoption of a declaration.

– calling on the international community to increase 
assistance for developing countries, in particular the 
least developed countries and those that are most 
negatively affected by high food prices.

• Countries agreed that the issues of food security, 
bioenergy and climate change are all closely 
linked.
.... “There is an urgent need to help developing countries 

and countries in transition expand agriculture and food 
production, and to increase investment in agriculture, 
agribusiness and rural development, from both public 
and private sources,” .....

..... "It is essential to address the fundamental question of 
how to increase the resilience of present food production 
systems to challenges posed by climate change.“...



KEY MESSAGES FROM THE 
CONFERENCE
Climate Change

• the conference urged governments
– to assign appropriate priority to the agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries sectors, in order to create opportunities for the 
world’s smallholder farmers and fishers, including 
indigenous people, in particular vulnerable areas;

– to participate in, and benefit from financial mechanisms and 
investment flows to support climate change adaptation, 
mitigation and technology development, transfer and 
dissemination. 

• FAO assured the members
– to support the establishment of agricultural systems and 

sustainable management practices that positively 
contribute to adaptation and mitigation of climate change 
and ecological balance.



KEY MESSAGES FROM THE 
CONFERENCE

Bioenergy

• In-depth studies are necessary to ensure that production 
and use of biofuels is sustainable in accordance with pillars 
of sustainable development and take into account the need 
to achieve and maintain global food security. 

• Called upon relevant inter-governmental organizations, 
national governments, partnerships, the private sector, and 
civil society, to foster a coherent, effective and results-
oriented international dialogue on biofuels in the context of 
food security and sustainable development needs.



HLC follow-up

MOST IMPORTANTLY: BEGINNING OF A PROCESS, 
ESPECIALLY INTEGRATED RESPONSES AT COUNTRY 

LEVEL

Advocating the HLC results: 
World Food Day, 16 October 2008 (same theme as HLC)

FAO High-level Conference on water for agriculture and 
energy in Africa: The Challenges of Climate Change:

15 December 2008 - 17 December 2008. Sirte, Libya



Thanks

HLC: www.fao.org/foodclimate

FAO Climate Change Portal:
http://www.fao.org/climatechange/home/


