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Highlights

Good rains received over the entire
country.

Cool temperatures experienced
countrywide.

Land cultivation in progress.
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WEATHER SUMMARY

The last dekad was characterized by frequent
interactions of moist tropical air mass from the

north and the intrusion of cold air mass from

very active cold fronts from the west into the

southern interior. As a result copious amount of
rain with thundershowers were received over the
entire country. On most occasions over the
highlands snowfall and cold weather were often
accompanying the passage of the cold fronts,
while in lowlands especially in the south frequent

hailstorms occurred as the two air masses
interacted.

RAINFALL SITUATION

The first dekad of October 2007 received

torrential rains countrywide. All parts of the
country received above normal rainfall. Highest
amounts of rainfall were received in the some
parts of Leribe, eastern, and most parts of the
central to northern areas. Lowest dekadal rainfall
was experienced at Mohale’s Hoek (see Fig 1 &
Table 1). Temporal distribution was also good.

Cumulative Percentage Rainfall Departure
From Normal

Cumulative rainfall since the first dekad of

September 2007 to the dekad under review is
above normal countrywide. Parts of Leribe and
Mafeteng have the highest departures from
normal with over 200% above normal (see Fig. 2
& Table 1).
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It is, however, important to note that inception of
the rain was during the last dekad of September
while it had been dry for approximately the last 9
months. The onset of the summer rains was
marked with mostly rain of long duration.
Nevertheless, there were notable thunderstorms
and hailstorms at some places.

TEMPERATURE

Below normal temperatures were observed
countrywide during the first dekad of October
2007. That was due to mainly cloudy and wet
conditions that prevailed during the dekad.
Generally there were high and low temperatures
during the middle and end of the dekad
respectively.

The highest daily maximum temperature of the
dekad was recorded at Maseru Airport (24.3°C)
on the %' while the lowest minimum daily
temperature of the dekad was observed at
Semonkong (0°C) on the 10

CROP STAGE AND CONDITION

Recent rain was very good for agricultural and
water resources purposes. The rain improved soll
moisture and farmers are really encouraged.
Land cultivation for summer cropping is in

progress at most places in the country.
Rangelands and livestock are expected to
improve from the bad situation they were in due
to preceding drought. However, draught power
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may be reduced because animals are still to DEKADAL OUTLOOK
recover from the consequences of the drought. 11 - 20 October 2007

Winter crops growth was stagnant until the

recent rains. Water resources too were seriously
affected by the drought at most areas of the
country in the recent months, but the situation
has significantly improved currently.

This period is expected to be mostly partly
cloudy, warm to hot and wet. Isolated to
scattered thundershowers are expected to
continue although snowfall activities in the
highlands will be less frequent. Hailstorms are
expected to continue to be experienced at some

places.






Glossary

Dekad : Ten day period

Normal: Average figure over a specific time period.

% Rainfall Departure from Normal: (Actual Rainfall — Normal Rainfall)/ Normal Raadf x 100

NDVI: Normalized Difference Vegetation Index — simphplies how good or bad the vegetation is for
the specific period.

This Bulletin is issued during the Summer Cropddagason (October — April).

And itis

Produced by the

Lesotho Meteorological Services as a contributmthe
National Early Warning Unit for Food Security.
The Unit is coordinated by the Disaster Managemerthority in the

Prime Minister’'s Office.

Comments and Contributions would be highly apptedia



