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Moderate to heavy rains were received in the 
central and eastern parts of the SADC region 
in the period 11-31 December 2008. These 
rains were most intense in Zambia, Zimbabwe, 
Malawi, southern Tanzania and Mozambique. 
Central Mozambique and eastern Zimbabwe 
witnessed torrential rains which intensified as 
the period progressed. These rains were a 
welcome relief to these areas, where the start 
of the season had been delayed leading to 
stressed vegetation and inadequate water 
resources, but their continuation will raise 
chances of flooding further downstream in low 
lying areas of both countries. 
Then northern parts of the region, including 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, northern 
Angola and northern Tanzania, received light 
to moderate rains in both the second and the 
third dekads of December. The south-western 
parts of the region, including central South Africa, most of Namibia and Botswana, had light or 
no rain in the second and third dekads of December. Analysis of cumulative rainfall for the first 
half of the season shows that most areas have recorded normal to above normal rains.
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