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Regional Overview 
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Moderate rains were received in most parts of the 
region in the first ten days of the month. The 
rains covered Angola, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, western Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho, eastern South 
Africa, central Mozambique and Swaziland. 
Madagascar received heavier rains, particularly 
in the central provinces. 
The coastal and northern areas of Tanzania were 
dry as poor rainfall performance continued in the 
bimodal rainfall areas. Other parts of the SADC 
region which were drier included southern 
Mozambique and most parts of Namibia. 
Analysis of cumulative rainfall totals for the 
period September 2008 to January 10 confirm the 
poor rainfall performance in the north-eastern 
and coastal areas of Tanzania and southern parts 
of Botswana. 
 

River levels have risen significantly in the 
Limpopo, Buzi and Zambezi basins in 
Mozambique as rains continue in Mozambique 
and upstream catchment areas. 
Reports from Mozambique indicated that some 
rivers had reached flood alert levels and others 
were expected to reach alert levels if the rains 
continued upstream. Close monitoring will be 
required in south-western Zambia and central 
Mozambique, where much higher than normal 
rainfall totals have been received.  
Meanwhile, crop water balance models 
suggested that the water requirements of the 
maize crop had been met so far in most parts of 
the region with the exception of a few areas in 
the southern parts of the region and north 
eastern Tanzania. Areas where maize crop were 
stressed include the Lowveld areas of 
Swaziland, some parts of central and eastern South Africa.  
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