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Moderate to heavy rains were received in the central parts of the region, covering southern and 
western Zambia, eastern Botswana, western Zimbabwe, Malawi, central and northern 
Mozambique, eastern Angola, northern Namibia. Rains were lighter in the northern parts of the 
region (northern DRC, most of Tanzania). 
Lighter rains fell in the southern parts of the 
region (South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, central 
and southern Namibia). Madagascar received 
widespread moderate to heavy rains in the period 
under review. 
Elevated flood risks in the Limpopo, Zambezi 
and Buzi river basins will remain a concern 
owing to the continuation of moderate to heavy 
rains in these areas.  
 
Water balance models for the maize crop suggest 
that the crop’s water requirements have been 
satisfied in most parts of the region. However, 
moisture stress in northern and eastern Tanzania, 
and also some parts of north-western South 
Africa, could compromise crop yields in these 
areas.  
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Modelled Crop condition as of 
January 20, 2009 
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Cumulative Rainfall, 
Percentage of average 


