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 Rainfall activity increased in most parts of 
the region in the period 1-10 November 
2008. Widespread showers were received in 
Angola, DRC, Lesotho, Madagascar, 
northern Namibia, northern South Africa, 
Swaziland, northern and eastern Tanzania 
and northern Zambia. These rains could be 
the initial rains that farmers were waiting for 
and should encourage widespread farming in 
these areas. Some isolated showers were also 
received in Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 
Most parts of Mozambique remained dry in 
the period and this is a worrying sign for the 
start of the rains in the southern parts, where 
planting rains are usually received in 
October. Northern half of Malawi and 
southern Zambia were also dry in the period, 

but these areas usually get their planting 
rains later in November. 
 
The map of rainfall totals for the period 
September 1 to November 10, 2008, shows 
that for most areas where seasonal rains are 
expected to have started, the total rainfall 
received is normal. Exceptions are southern 
Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland, where 
cumulative rains have been below average.  
 
Rainfall Seasonal Outlook 
The seasonal forecast for the period 
November, December and January released 
by the SADC Drought Monitoring Centre 
suggests that above normal to normal rainfall 
is expected over the northern-most parts of 
continental SADC, northern Madagascar and 
Mauritius. Normal to above-normal rainfall 
conditions are expected in the rest of the 
sub-region.  

Agromet Update  

2008/2009 Agricultural Season 
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